
Reviewed by Peter Caroline
While I’m not a big fan of 9mm, I do recognize

that the cartridge has been around for more than a
century, has been adopted by a majority of the
world’s armed forces, including our own, and has
recently had some pretty potent defense loads
developed for it. That said, I must admit that
recently, I actually went out and bought a new
9mm pistol. And it is a honey!

Several months ago, I was out shooting at the
Tucson Rifle Club range, and had the opportunity
to try out a friend’s CZ-75. I was immediately
impressed by the way it fit my hand, and even
more impressed by its accuracy. As a conventional
double-action semiauto, it didn’t have a phenome-
nal trigger pull, but I was still able to print some
very nice offhand groups.
The military finish
appeared to be some sort
of black, baked-on enamel,
and the magazine capacity
was 16 rounds. Even
Colonel Jeff Cooper, whose
adulation of the Colt 1911
is well-known, proclaimed the CZ-75 the best-
designed double-action autoloader in the world. I
made a mental note to look further into this gun.

I got my chance for a closer look while at the
2006 SHOT Show. I went to the CZ booth, primari-
ly to check out a neat little side-by-side double,
and I spotted an unusual CZ-75 made up to com-
memorate the gun’s 30th birthday, which was last
year. The CZ-75 30th Anniversary Edition is, to say
the least, a totally over-the-top rendition of the stan-
dard model. The finish is a highly polished blue-
black, with engraving highlighted by gold inlays.

The front of the trigger guard is flat and grooved – a
feature I could live without. The hammer, trigger,
safety, slide stop, extractor, magazine catch and
grip screws are gold-plated, and the grips are light
birch, incised with a contrasting “30” design. The
three-dot sights offered quick target acquisition,
even without my bifocals. Best of all, CZ was offer-
ing the last of these commemoratives at a special
SHOT Show price. I couldn’t resist.

When the pistol arrived at my door, I discovered
that CZ supplies a very generous accessory pack-
age. Inside the lockable hard plastic case were an
extra 16-round magazine, a simple loading tool, a
cable lock, a cleaning rod and separate bristle
brush, two plastic snap-cap cartridges with flexible
primer inserts, 10 extra primer inserts, a compre-

hensive and very readable
instruction manual and
even a fancy certificate with
a gold seal, informing me
that my pistol was No. 894
of an edition of 1,000. Also
included was a Hit Pattern
Data Chart, which is a print-

ed computer depiction of the results of that specific
pistol’s factory six-round test firing at 25 meters. 

While beauty may be its own excuse for being,
this doesn’t apply to guns…at least not those in my
collection. I wanted to find out if this CZ-75 would
shoot as pretty as it looked. I didn’t want to wait
until my usual Thursday group shooting session, so
I went out in the desert and set up my shooting
bench and target frame. At 20 yards, the maximum
usable distance in this particular spot, I was able to
get 1-3/4” – 2-1/4” five-shot groups on a regular
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…continued on Page 34

‘If you’re a fan of Condition One,
the CZ-75 allows for 

cocked-and-locked carry’

Blue Press-D55-1-19  7/12/06  1:41 PM  Page 10

     


